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1918 


FOREWORD 
By 
Edward T. Newell 


President of the American Numismatic Society 


R. Spicer-Simson is well known 
to collectors and connoisseurs in 
Europe. There his work is to be 
found as part of the permanent col- 
lections of all the principal Mu- 
seums. The opportunity of seeing a 
large number of his medals brought together in one 
exhibition will not fail to create a very great interest 
in America where only a few examples have been ac- 
quired by the public collections. 

The variety shown is remarkable, and the means 
employed to express the individuality of his subjects 
as varied as they are imaginative. 

Contrasting the delicacy of relief of his children’s 
portraits with the more vigorous modelling of his 
mature sitters, we are struck with Mr. Spicer- 
Simsons versatility; the strong, bold handling of so 
many of his male portraits, (Gen. Horace Porter, 
George Frederick Watts, R. A. O. M., etc.) and his 
sympathetic, evanescent treatment of the daintiest 
types of womanhood as found, for instance, in his 
portraits of Mrs. Archer M, Huntington and Mrs. 
Frederick T. Blakeman. 


Particularly noticeable is the successful handling 
of surfaces, their variety of relief and texture, These 
qualities are especially conspicuous on the reverse of 
the Alexander Agassiz medal. George Meredith’s 
portrait, to be seen in the National Portrait Gallery 
as well as in the present Exhibition, shows how far 
matter can be made to express poetry and imagina- 
tion, whereas General Horace Porter and Prof. J. P. 
Wood are men of action both in treatment and effect. 

To his own inborn ability Mr. Spicer-Simson adds 
that inestimable quality so often lacking in present 
day artists—an understanding and appreciation, as 
thorough as it is sympathetic, of the great masters of 
the past. It is rare to see reflected in the work of 
one man so many of the characteristic qualities of 
the Greek, of Roman and of Italian masterpieces, 
the graceful lines, the subtle modelling, the sure in- 
stinct for balance and spacing of the Greek, the truth- 
fulness and ability in portraiture of the Roman and 
of his pupil and descendant the Quatrocento Italian. 
To all, Mr. Spicer-Simson adds his own originality of 
thought, a sensitiveness of touch, a something that is 
perhaps as much the poet’s as the artist’s. 

Medallic art is at once one of the highest achieve- 
ments of human genius, as it is one of the most difficult 
and exacting mediums of artistic expression. To the 
obvious points of contact between medallic art and 
the so-called major art of sculpture, are to be reckoned 
in favor of the former, the added charm that resides 


in the compactness of the form, the spacing, the letter- 
ing, and above all in the intimate and human interest 
which is the very nature of the medal. Here we have 
a form of sculpture on a scale that allows of it being 
taken in the hand, giving it that intimate character 
not wholly attainable by the more popular forms of 
art. Thus may be obtained the varying play of light 
which gives distinct changes of expression to the 
features and a consequent semblance of life to the 
portrait. Like its older sisters of sculpture and paint- 
ing the portrait medal should possess, perhaps to an 
even greater degree, beauty of line, of form, of com- 
position, and even of color suggestion. 

As usual it was Greek genius that first conceived 
the great artistic and commemorative possibilities 
presented by a piece of metal of coin-like aspect. 
Thus their coins often assumed the form and ap- 
pearance of a commemorative medal, though still 
serving as a medium of exchange. We are justified 
in assigning the origin of the medal to the Greeks 
for they were not only the pioneers in perpetuating 
records of great events or personages in this manner, 
but they were the people who laid and established 
the canons and ideals of that art whose most beautiful 
examples to-day are the incomparably glorious coins 
of the Greek Cities of Sicily and Magna Graecia. Al- 
though the famous silver medallions of Syracuse are 
undoubtedly coins, still, in other respects, they pos- 
sess all the characteristics of the medal. 


The Romans carried the commemorative issues of 
the Greeks a step nearer to our conception of the true 
medal. From Augustus to Theodoric and Justinian, 
the Roman rulers made a practice of striking gold and 
silver pieces of medallic form and commemorative of 
notable events in their reigns. As these pieces 
were all multiples of current coins it is conceiva- 
ble that at times they might have been put in 
circulation. Our literary sources however speak of 
them as having been struck with the basic idea of gifts 
from the throne to important personages of the em- 
pire. In addition to these quasi medals many of the 
emperors actually did strike large and exceedingly 
beautiful medals in bronze which had no relation to the 
current coin. They are fine examples of the best in 
Roman art and, though not signed, are undoubtedly 
from the hands of the foremost artists of their kind. 

The private and personal medal had not yet ap- 
peared. This was destined to be one of the glories 
of the Italian Renaissance. The Italian artist, newly 
awakened and sensitive to all forms of beauty, strove 
to emulate and surpass the handsome products of the 
Roman mint which directly inspired him. The 
numerous princes, the powerful nobles, the rich mer- 
chants, the litterati of the rising Italian cities of those 
days, continually striving among themselves and in- 
tensely individualistic, were consumed with the de- 
sire of perpetuating their achievements, their fame, 
and their features for all time. This spirit soon pro- 


duced the true medal or medallion such as we know 
it. The tendencies of our times, resembling in their 
individualistic development those of the Renaissance, 
have again brought about a great revival of this 
monumental yet delicate art of which Mr. Spicer- 
Simson is such an eminent exponent. 
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; September 24th, 1922. 
es ‘Sptoer-sinaon. 


_ BF West Beth. et lg | 
— New Yoxke 


Dear More SploersSimson:« 
We. should yery much iike to have a copy. of 


‘the medal, yecently designed by you for the 
_ Trubee seep ay wi seeded prige. Mr. Weil, of 


the Medeallio Art a » informa me that he will 
wily etrike a Pot for our Society if you will 
diy give permission to have this dene. If 

you ; eel thet it is necessary t@.take this up. 
with those for whom you have designed the medal, 


will you kindly do so and advise me of their 


degision. 7 feel sure we may sount ; ‘upon your 


— iis offines. | 


‘Vexy sincerely Ancol 3 


Secretary. 
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Jammary 25th, 1923. 


i ae. 4 ‘ 
Theodore Spicer-Simsen, Faq., 
e/o The Century Association, 
-Y West 43rd Street, 
New York. 
Dear I. Spicer-Simsont- 
. on behalf of The American Numismatic 
Seaiety, IL desire to thank you most sip aie for 
your shakin contribution toward the but of the =.) 1 
cases we are installing for the Gispley ef ovr: | 
Collection of war medals and decorations. 
Very truly yours, 


\ President. 
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eee . March 12th, 1923. « 


Mr. Theodore Spicer-8imson, 
| Cocoanut Grove, 

Fiorida. 
Dear Mr. Spicer-Simeon:~ | 

The third medal. that puszkes you 
is ene that the Jury saw here on exhibition, 
and said te put in. This is the purtrait 
of H. Caro-Delvallie. if, however, you do 
not went: this let me Know, and I will take 
dt oute | M ae 
Stuff is beginning to arrive, and 
the whole terrace is filled with packing 
cases containing fountains, equestrian uitie: 
nymphs, ducks, sea horses, OCC. ae 


Very truly yours, 


Curator. 
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Jarueary 9th, L924 


Theedere Spiser-Sinson, Faqe 
G/e T. Fyntt, Faqs 
Cocomt Grove, Fine | 


Dear Yr- Spicerefinesn7, 


Your letter and the moded. of Dre George Fe Hill 
hye been recelivede IT om very gerry indeed that re- 
aré without any furte which ve ean devete te the pure 
erase cf thie modal. I em aerry, hesanee I sheeld 
Likes te seo a better presentation of your work here, ‘ 
tuft sor thet Hr. Saltue is deed, we heave no one te when - 
#0 San appeal fer apaciel opportuni tien gush as thige . 


finesrely veura, oe 


ePa/e | : 


Jaruary 22nd, 1926 


Theedere Spicer-Simson, Esgqe 
% Neat 43rd Street 
New Yerk City 


Dear Hr. Spicer-finsen: 


The Medsllic Art Company hag im previous years 
ofiered fo presen% to cur huseum, @pecimens of the 
medals issued during the past year, previded we can 
_ Be0ure the consent of the artists whe designed them. 

Ameng thew gs ene of yours which we snould very much 
dike te have - Edvard Livingston drudeau Vedal. 

You have very generousiy given us permietien fer 
ether of your medais, ai we trust thet may count on 
your Co-operation im making a representative display 
ef what ia being dere by Anerican seulpters. 


Very sineerely yours, 


Secretary 


SPICER-SIMSON 
COCONUT GROVE 
FLORIDA 
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